Classics 800: Materials and Methods of Research

Autumn 2008
9:30-11:18 am, Monday, 414 University Hall

The goal of Classics 800 is to introduce first-year graduate students of the Department to select aspects of the history of classical scholarship and to methodologies currently being employed in various fields to interpret ancient texts and culture. The readings for each meeting (typically 70-100 pages) will be assigned and the discussion run by a different member of the faculty for each session.

Class Schedule
Meeting 1 (29 September) Introduction:  Frank T. Coulson

Meeting 2 (6 October)

Tom Hawkins

Readings: 

Aristotle, Poetics.



Barchiesi, A. 2001. "The Crossing," in SJ Harrison, ed., Texts, Ideas and the Classics. 
Oxford: 142-
63.




Depew, M. and D. Obbink. 2000. "Introduction," in Matrices of Genre. Harvard: 1-14



Fantuzzi, M. and R. Hunter. 2002. "Philodemus and Hellenistic poetics," in Tradition and 
Innovation in Hellenistic Poetry. Cambridge: 449-61.
Meeting 3 (13 October)
Fritz Graf: Topic in history of classical scholarship
Readings: 


Arnaldo Momigliano,  New Paths of Classicism in the Nineteenth Century 
(Wesleyan University Press, c1982), 64.pp
August Boeckh, On Interpretation and Criticism, ch.2-4
Assignment: Essay of “What is There to be Done in my Discipline?”, deadline:  Dec. 8
Meeting 4 (20 October) 
Bruce Heiden: The Making of Homeric Verse




Gregory Judanis: World Literatures

Readings: 

Adam Parry’s introduction to 
The Making of Homeric Verse: The Collected Papers of Milman Parry (Oxford 1971) ix-lxii.

G. Jusdanis, “World Literature: The 
Unbearable Lightness of Thinking Globally.”

Meeting 6 (3 November) 
 Mark Wright: Classics in the Digital Age

Readings: 
http://chs.harvard.edu/chs/homer_multitext
Meeting 7 (10 November) 
Richard Fletcher: In Bed with Horace: Some Reflections 
      on How to Read Latin Literature   
Reading  

i) Primary (in Latin) 

Horace Epodes 8, Odes 1.16, 1.19, 3.26  

Suetonius Vita Horati 
ii) Secondary 

S. Harrison ‘Introduction’ In S. J. Harrison (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Horace. Cambridge: CUP, 2007. 1-3

J. Henderson ‘The turnaround: a volume retrospect on Roman satires’ In K. Freudenburg (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Roman Satire. Cambridge: CUP, 2005, 309-318.

R. Nisbet ‘Horace: life and chronology’ In S. J. Harrison (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Horace. Cambridge: CUP, 2007, 7-21

S. Harrison ‘Horatian Self-representations’ In S. J. Harrison (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Horace. Cambridge: CUP, 2007, 22-35

C. Martindale ‘Proper Voices: Writing the writer’ In J. P. Hallett and T. Van Nortwick (eds), Compromising Traditions: The Personal Voice in Classical Scholarship. London and New York: Routledge, 1997, 73-101

W. Batstone ‘Provocation: the Point of Reception Theory’ In C. Martindale, R. F. Thomas, Classics and the Uses of Reception.  Oxford:  Blackwell, 2006, 14-20

Meeting 8 (17 November) Will Batstone and Nate Rosenstein: Historiography
Readings: TBA
Meeting 9 (24 November)  David Gura: Latin Palaeography

L. Boyle O.P. ‘Optimist and Recensionist: Common Errors or Common Variations?’ in 
Integral 
Palaeography.  Brepols: 2007, 33-44.
Meeting 10 (1 December) Sarah Johnston: The Study of Ritual and its Application to the Ancient World
Readings:
Hendrik S. Versnel, ‘What is Sauce for the Goose is Sauce for the Gander: Myth and Ritual, Old and New,’ from idem, Transition and Reversal in Myth and Ritual (Brill 1993) 15-88.

Phillipe Buc, The Dangers of Ritual (Princeton 2001) 164-202.
